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Russell's dig was aimed at the man credited
with discovering him, Sid Yudain, founder,
publisher, editor, and even occasional delivery
boy of Capitol Hill's own newspaper, Roll Call.
Now, this weekend Mark and his wife Ali are
hosting—and perhaps roasting—Sid at a party
celebrating his 80th birthday.

Sid, who had spent several years in Holly-
wood following World War 11 where he be-
came a columnist and raconteur for movie
stars, had come to Washington in the early
1950's to work as press secretary for Con-
gressman Al Morano of his home state of
Connecticut. He soon noticed an ongoing void
of information about what was going on
around the Capitol Hill community. Sure, there
were plenty of newspapers in town that wrote
about Congressional legislation and political
debates. But an incident involving two Ohio
Congressmen, who were exchanging greet-
ings when one expressed total surprise at
learning from the other that a member of their
state delegation had died, provided the spark
that finally led Sid to create his own news-
paper, Roll Call, in 1955.

Interestingly, Roll Call was not to be a
newspaper about Capitol Hill, but as its mast-
head boldly proclaimed, “The newspaper of
Capitol Hill.” Judging by the names of those
who wrote its early columns and stories, it
lived up to its assertion, because Members of
Congress and their staffs eagerly contributed
to its pages. Vice President Richard Nixon in-
sisted on writing a piece about a doorman
who had passed away, and Senate Majority
Leader Lyndon Johnson related through the
pages of Roll Call his experiences and thanks
following his recovery from a recent heart at-
tack.

For the 32 years that Sid owned Roll Call,
the paper chronicled life on the Hill and pro-
moted a community spirit where Members and
staffers of all political persuasions could come
together to celebrate their common service to
the American people. Roll Call nurtured clubs
and organizations, issued the “Outstanding
Staffer” award each year, sponsored Con-
gress” annual baseball game, and gave gifted
and often famous writers of all backgrounds
the opportunity to inform and entertain argu-
ably the most influential readership on the
planet.

And, all this time Sid was having the time of
his life. His Capitol Hill townhouse parties fea-
turing steaming cauldrons of his homemade
soups fed to noteworthy musical and journal-
istic friends were legendary, and his zany
humor brought raucous laughter to any occa-
sion.

Sid sold Roll Call in 1988 to spend more
time with his family, friends, and saxophone,
and to get more use out of the stage he built
in his back yard for his music parties, a facility
dubbed by associates as “Sid Trap.” Mr.
Speaker, his get-togethers fall somewhere be-
tween a Pavarotti concert and a Don Rickles
roast.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
with Sid's wife Lael; their children Rachel (and
husband Amar Kuchinad) and Raymond; Sid’'s
other family members; and his cadre of friends
in wishing him a most happy 80th birthday.
And, with all that talent he still holds in re-
serve, perhaps it's time to get started on the
book he’s promised to write.
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. ELTON GALLEGLY

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2003

Mr. GALLEGLY. Mr. Speaker, on June 11,
2003, | was unable to vote on the motion for
the previous question on the rule for H.R.
2115. Had | been present, | would have voted
yes (rollcall 257). | was also unable to vote on
the rule for H.R. 2115. Had | been able to
vote, | would have voted yes (rollcall 258). Fi-
nally, | was unable to vote on H. Con. Res.
110, recognizing the sequencing of the human
genome. Had | been able to vote, | would
have voted yes (rollcall 259).

———

CONCERN OVER ILLEGAL USE OF
PAINKILLER OXYCONTIN

HON. FRANK R. WOLF

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2003

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, today | want to
bring attention to the illegal use and abuse of
the powerful painkiller OxyContin that is de-
stroying families and crippling communities,
particularly in rural parts of the country. South-
west Virginia, western Kentucky and Maine
have been hit particularly hard.

OxyContin does serve a very real and use-
ful purpose for people with chronic, debilitating
pain or who are terminally ill. It is hailed as a
miracle drug for terminally ill cancer patients.
| know what it is like to see people suffer from
cancer. Both my mother and father died of
cancer.

My concern is that this powerful painkiller
has increasingly become a drug of choice for
people who choose to abuse it; for people
who have no legitimate need for this pain-kill-
ing drug. When taken properly, OxyContin is a
wonder drug. But when it is ground up or
chewed, the time release mechanism in the
tablet is disabled, providing abusers with a
heroin-like high.

| am also concerned about how this drug
has been allowed to be marketed. Clearly,
OxyContin should be available for the termi-
nally ill. It should also be available to those
people who suffer with severe chronic pain. |
do not believe it should be prescribed to treat
moderate pain.

Earlier this year | wrote to the Honorable
Tommy Thompson, secretary of the Depart-
ment of Health and Human Services, asking
him to review the marketing of OxyContin and
its classification for treatment of moderate to
severe pain. Here is the text of the letter:

DEAR SECRETARY THOMPSON: in December
2001, the Commerce-Justice-State and the
Judiciary appropriations subcommittee held
a hearing on the illegal diversion of the pre-
scription drug OxyContin, a pain-killing
Schedule 11 narcotic manufactured by Pur-
due Pharma L.P. One of the witnesses, the
father of a recovering OxyContin addict, told
a gripping story of the devastating impact
the drug has had on his family and his son,
who was in his early 20s. He proudly told the
committee how his son had just finished
rehab and had kicked his addiction. Sadly, a
few months after appearing before the sub-
committee, the son died as a result of abus-
ing the drug.
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When used properly, OxyContin is consid-
ered a wonder drug, especially for terminally
ill cancer patients. |1 know what it is like to
see people suffer from cancer. Both my
mother and father died of cancer. | can re-
member my mother constantly asking the
nurses for more morphine but being told she
couldn’t have any more. My mother was in a
great deal of pain. OxyContin, if it had been
available when she was dying, probably
would have made her a lot more comfortable
at the end.

When used illegally, however, OxyContin
destroys families and communities. It also
can lead to death. This powerful painkiller
has increasingly become a drug of choice for
people who choose to abuse it by chewing it
or grinding it up. By disabling the time re-
lease mechanism in OxyContin, abusers get a
heroin-like high.

Initially, cases of abuse and illegal diver-
sion occurred primarily in poor, rural com-
munities in Virginia, Kentucky, West Vir-
ginia and Ohio. Abuse is no longer limited to
Appalachia. The drug has found its way to
urban areas and there are now reports of
widespread abuse as far away as Arizona.
Florida, I am told, has been hit extremely
hard.

Several pharmacies in my congressional
District have been robbed at gun point in re-
cent months for OxyContin. No money was
taken; the robbers only demanded the drug.
Earlier this month, a prominent defense law-
yer in northern Virginia who twice served as
a local prosecutor in Prince William County
pleaded guilty to federal drug charges linked
to a large-scale investigation into the illegal
distribution of OxyContin and other pain-
Killers.

Communities where the illegal drug has
taken hold are being completely destroyed. |
am told there is one county in southwest
Virginia where no one isn’t either using the
drug, knows someone using the drug or been
the victim of a crime by someone needing
the drug.

When a professional baseball player re-
cently died after taking the dietary supple-
ment ephedra, your agency immediately
issued fact sheets regarding potential serious
risks of dietary supplements containing
ephedra. You were even quoted as cautioning
all Americans about using dietary supple-
ments that contain ephedra.

According to fact sheets produced by the
FDA, two deaths, four heart attacks, nine
strokes and five psychiatric cases involving
ephedra have been reported. More than 240
people have died from the abuse of
OxyContin and countless numbers of families
and communities have been torn apart by
this drug.

Your agency has done a good job educating
the public about the dangers of ephedra and
other dietary supplements. | urge you to ini-
tiate a similar public information campaign
about the dangers of abusing OxyContin.

I have previously written to your depart-
ment asking for a review of the marketing of
OxyContin and its classification for treat-
ment of moderate to severe pain. The Food
and Drug Administration did change the
warning label on OxyContin but more needs
to be done. The drug should not be marketed
to treat moderate pain. | urge you to no
longer allow OxyContin to be prescribed for
moderate pain.

Too many people have died, too many fam-
ilies have suffered and too many commu-
nities have been devastated by the improper
use of this drug.

Sincerely,
FRANK R. WOLF,
Chairman,
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice,
State and the Judiciary
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| also have written Mark McClellan, the
commissioner of the Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, six times since April 1 about this issue,
imploring the FDA to take another look at for
whom and for what this drug can be pre-
scribed. | have yet to receive a response.

The following is an excerpt from a news arti-
cle that appeared in the Orlando Sentinel in
February cuts right to the heart of the issue.
The article was written by staff writer Doris
Bloodsworth. It ran on February 21, 2003.

Fort Lauderdale—The maker of the highly
profitable narcotic painkiller OxyContin has
been aggressively marketing the drug far be-
yond its original purpose to ease the suf-
fering of cancer patients, according to com-
pany documents released Thursday.

Purdue Pharma for several years has pro-
moted the powerful drug to treat less-threat-
ening ailments, such as arthritis and back
pain, according to company marketing
plans. Those materials also discuss future
marketing of the drug to obstetricians and
specialists in sports medicine.

The company fought to keep the sensitive
documents secret, but a circuit judge in
Broward County ordered them released as a
result of a suit by the Orlando Sentinel and
the South Florida Sun-Sentinel.

Purdue officials say OxyContin is a highly
effective product and, when used properly,
has a relatively low addiction rate.

Federal officials have admonished the com-
pany several times for marketing the nar-
cotic inappropriately. And a number of class-
action suits have been filed against Purdue
in other states.

OxyContin, which has come under fire be-
cause of the number of deaths linked to its
abuse, was introduced in 1996 to help cancer
patients and others cope with chronic pain.

But Purdue, based in Stamford, Conn., rec-
ognized early on that non-cancer patients
represented a larger and more lucrative mar-
ket and sought to expand the use of its time-
release painkiller, according to the mar-
keting plans. In a marketing overview for
2002, the company noted that $2.1 billion in
opiate sales were for non-cancer pain com-
pared with $396 million for cancer patients.
The 1999 plans state more than 70 percent of
OxyContin prescriptions were written for
non-cancer pain.

Purdue’s most recent marketing plan
states: “‘In 2002 OxyContin Tablets will con-
tinue to be promoted for use in the non-ma-
lignant pain market.” The plan cited as ex-
amples back pain, osteoarthritis, injury and
trauma.

Another goal was an attempt to ‘“‘broaden
OxyContin Tablets’ usage in the manage-
ment of pain due to various causes (e.g.,
back pain, osteoarthritis, neuropathic pain,
post-operative pain).”’

This is only one of several news stories
about OxyContin that have been appearing in
papers across the country. My congressional
district has not been immune from the damage
inflicted by the illegal use and abuse of
OxyContin. Several pharmacies in my district
have been robbed at gunpoint for OxyContin.
A former county prosecutor in my district has
pled guilty to Federal drug charges as part of
a large-scale investigation into the illegal dis-
tribution of OxyContin. Last month there was
a murder in my district that is potentially linked
to OxyContin. Sadly, the daughter of the man
who was murdered died last week of a drug
overdose. Press reports allude that OxyContin
may have been involved in the overdose. Just
last week The Post reported that two slayings
in another part of my district are possibly
linked to the trade of OxyContin.

Families, communities and careers—particu-
larly rural communities—in Virginia, Kentucky,
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West Virginia, Maine, Ohio and Pennsylvania
are being devastated by the illegal use and
abuse of OxyContin. Clearly, there is a prob-
lem. Some law enforcement officials | have
talked to say the illegal use of this drug could
be the next crack cocaine. A recent story in
The New York Times said that “no other drug
in the last 20 years has been abused more
widely so soon after its introduction” than
OxyContin.

My subcommittee on the Commerce-Jus-
tice-State and the Judiciary appropriations
held a hearing last December on OxyContin
and is pushing the DEA to develop an aggres-
sive plan to combat the illegal use of the drug.
The hearing was comprehensive. We heard
from the DEA, the pharmaceutical company
that manufactures OxyContin, representatives
from the American Cancer Society and the
parents of recovering addicts.

My subcommittee also set aside a signifi-
cant amount of money for the Justice Depart-
ment for a grant program to help states de-
velop a prescription drug monitoring system.
Ideally, the program would be aimed at moni-
toring Schedule Il drugs, not all prescription
drugs.

In the meantime, | urge the Department of
Health and Human Services and the FDA to
reexamine to whom this drug can be pre-
scribed before it does any more harm. Failure
to take action will result in more deaths.

————

CREATING A COMMISSION FOR
THE SESQUICENTENNIAL COM-
MEMORATION OF THE CIVIL WAR

HON. RICHARD H. BAKER

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2003

Mr. BAKER. Mr. Speaker, in 1996, Con-
gress designated the United States Civil War
Center (USCWC) at Louisiana State University
(LSU) and the Civil War Institute at Gettysburg
College as the co-facilitators of the Sesqui-
centennial, or 150th, Commemoration of the
Civil War in 2011-2015. Legislation estab-
lishing the Sesquicentennial Commission was
to be introduced in Congress in 2003. Today
| rise to offer this aforementioned legislation.

The American Civil War (1861-1865) was
one of the most violent times in the history of
the United States, touching not only every
state and territory, but claiming more than
600,000 lives, bringing freedom to over 4 mil-
lion black slaves and destroying property val-
ued at $5 billion. The ripple effects of the Civil
War and Reconstruction remain today as our
nation continues to wrestle with its legacy of
race relations and federal, state and civil
rights.

In 1993, the USCWC was created as a de-
partment of the LSU College of Arts and
Sciences under founding director David Mad-
den. In 2000, the USCWC became a depart-
ment of LSU Libraries’ Special Collections.
The mission of the USCWC is to promote the
study of the American Civil War from the per-
spectives of all professions, occupations, and
academic disciplines in order to facilitate a
deeper, more thorough understanding of one
of the most important events in our nation’s
history. This mission is fulfilled through a vari-
ety of projects, including an official web site
featuring over 9000 links to Civil War-related
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sites, the Michael Shaara Award for Civil War
Fiction, Civil War Book Review, the Michael
Lehman Williamson Collection of Civil War
Books for Young People, the David Madden
Collection of Civil War Fiction, and the Sesqui-
centennial Commemoration of the Civil War.

Mr. Speaker, | fully support the objectives
and services the USCWC provides. What is
more, | am pleased to introduce legislation
today that will include the USCWC in the cre-
ation of the commission to provide grants and
other assistance to institutions nationwide to
conduct interdisciplinary Civil War commemo-
rative activities between the years 2011 to
2015. The commission will include members
of the U.S. Senate and House of Representa-
tives, directors of the Library of Congress and
National Archives, and academics in history,
anthropology, sociology, political science, art
history and law. | believe this commission will
provide the direction and resources needed for
proper Sesquicentennial Commemorations of
the Civil War throughout this nation.

———

INTRODUCTION OF THE SECURE
ANNUITY INCOME FOR LIFE ACT
OF 2003

HON. EARL POMEROY

OF NORTH DAKOTA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, June 12, 2003

Mr. POMERQY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
introduce the bi-partisan “Secure Annuity In-
come for Life Act (S.A.l.L.),” legislation co-
sponsored with Rep. JOHNNY ISAKSON (R—GA).
This legislation will encourage workers to
annuitize their savings to provide them with re-
tirement income for life.

Traditionally, guaranteed monthly income
sources have provided the best means of re-
tirement income security. However, these
sources are playing an ever smaller role in en-
suring retirement income stability. Social Se-
curity is facing a funding challenge. The per-
sonal savings rate is at an all time low while
consumer debt is at an all time high. The
number of defined benefit plans, or pensions,
has decreased by half since 1977—putting
pressure on defined contribution plans, like the
401(k), to be the primary retirement plan.

As a result of the growth in 401(k) plans,
greater amounts of retirement savings will not
be annuitized. According to the Department of
Labor, only 38 percent of workers in a 401(k)
plan have an annuity option available to them.
However, about $2.5 trillion in retirement as-
sets are invested in individual retirement ac-
counts (IRAs), mostly as a result of rollovers
from defined contribution plans. That com-
pares with $1.8 trillion in defined benefit plans
and $2.4 trillion in defined contribution plans.
The amount of IRA rollovers is expected to in-
crease by 50% in the next ten years, mostly
as a result of retirements. Workers will face a
number of risks when managing these savings
in retirement.

When workers take a lump sum distribution,
or rolls his 401(k) savings into an IRA, they
face a number of risks when managing these
savings in retirement:

Unpredictable Time Horizon—Life expect-
ancy at 65 is at least 18 years—but that is
only an average and not very useful in plan-
ning. In fact, 28 percent of females that are 65
years old will live to age 90 and 17 percent of
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